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Cases on Criminal Procedure. By William E. Mikell, Professor 
of Law in the University of Pennsylvania. American Casebook 
Series, James Brown Scott, Editor. St. Paul. West Publish- 
ing Company, 1910. pp. xviii, 427. 

Cases 011 the Law of Bills and Notes. By Howard L. Smith and 
William Underhill Moore, Professors of Law in the University 
of Wisconsin. Same Series. St. Paul. West Publishing Com- 
pany, 1910. pp. xv, 756. 

To all who are interested in the teaching or study of the law, 
the two present volumes of the "American Casebook Series," the 
appearance of the first two volumes of which was commented upon 
in these columns some three months ago, should be welcome. 
These two works are of the same high quality as their predeces- 
sors, and will undoubtedly have wide vogue among the law schools 
of the country. 

The work on Criminal Procedure sets forth English and Amer- 
ican cases upon sixteen sub-topics of this branch of adjective 
law, from the preliminary questions of jurisdiction, venue and 
arrest, to the treatment of new trial, arrest of judgment, the 
several forms of appeal, and judgment, sentence and execution. 
The chapters devoted to indictment and trial are very comprehen- 
sive, and a short chapter on punishment closes the body of the 
text. As an appendix appear the various forms of indictment. 

The casebook on Bills and Notes follows the general plan 
adopted in modern treatises upon this subject. After an introduc- 
tion upon negotiability, the four parts of the work are Form and 
Inception, Negotiation, Liability of Parties, and Discharges. 
There is a vast body of cases upon this phase of commercial law, 
and the selections in this instance seem to be leading cases, to the 
point, and well scattered among the various American jurisdic- 
tions, in addition to the English cases. The Negotiable Instru- 
ments Act without annotations appears as an appendix. 

As Mr. Scott has said in his preface to the series, "If it be 
granted that all, or nearly all, the studies required for admission 
to the bar should be studied in course by every student * * * * 
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it follows necessarily that the preparation and publication of col- 
lections of cases exactly adopted to the purpose would be a 
genuine and by no means unimportant contribution to the cause 
of legal education." We have had four convincing pledges that 
this contribution will be made and this promise carried out. 

C. R. W. 

Commercial Pozver of Congress. By David Walter Brown, 
Ph.D., of the New York Bar. G. P. Putnam's Sons, New 
York and London, 1910. pp. 284. 

In view of the profound problems provoked by the complexity 
of modern commercial relations and the vast interest aroused in 
the public mind through the discussion of the various methods 
proposed and employed by the Federal Government in the solu- 
tion of these questions, the investigation undertaken in this able 
and scholarly essay is most opportune. 

It is the author's opinion, as stated in the introduction, that 
"the ardent opposition to the Railroad Rate bill, the Employers' 
Liability bill, and other measures proposed during President 
Roosevelt's administration, for the purpose of controlling the 
great railroad and other corporations through the power of Con- 
gress to regulate commerce, led to a thorough inquiry into the 
basis of the power ; but as is usual when radically different posi- 
tions are taken by opposite parties to a debate, both sides ad- 
vanced arguments which sober reason would find it difficult to 
approve." "On the one hand, supporters of the administration 
claimed powers for Congress exceeding what were justified by 
the origin of the Constitution or the decisions of the Supreme 
Court, on the other hand, opponents of the President, rested 
much of their case upon a statement of facts, so partial as to be 
substantially incorrect." And so the author has attempted the 
task of finding the correct middle course between those partisan 
standpoints by an independent inquiry into the events and circum- 
stances surrounding the Constitution at its origin. 

In developing this inquiry, Dr. Brown canvasses all the perti- 
nent historical facts from the time of the New Jersey Representa- 
tions, of 1778, to the Embargo Laws of Jefferson's Second Ad- 
ministration in 1809. The statement of facts and the method of 
treatment pursued is in harmony with sound historical and con- 
stitutional authorities and the conclusions reached by the author 



